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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Farther Foundation, thank you for your support. It is said 

that the longest journey begins with a single step, and a great stride forward it was. In our first 

program year, sixteen eager and deserving students had life changing experiences on five 

different continents with Farther Foundation scholarships. But no journey is truly taken alone. 

We most sincerely thank our Education Partners, our travel program providers and all of our 

donors and supporters without whom none of this could happen. We greatly appreciate their 

support and recognize all by name later in this report. I hope you enjoy reading the comments 

and stories from our student travelers throughout this report, and appreciate the impact you 

have made on their lives. 

Sincerely, 

David Weindling  

Founder and Board President 

 

άaȅ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ been altered tremendously, 

and I now understand the difference between the 

things we want in life and the things that we truly 

needΧI feel that I can do anything now.έ  

-- Diamond traveled to Costa Rica where she lived in 

a three room house with 18 other volunteers,worked 

ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƭƛǾŜŘ άǎƛƳǇƭȅέ  ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

 

Board of Directors  
 

 

David Weindling, President and Secretary 
     Founder, Farther Foundation 

Maureen Barradas 
     Scholar Coach, Schuler Foundation 

Susan J. White, Vice President 
     Writer/Strategic Communications Specialist 

Amanda Sundt 
     Chief Marketing Officer, iExplore 

James Rolfes, Treasurer 
     Attorney, ReedSmith 
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Mission & Vision  

Farther Foundation enables students from economically disadvantaged circumstances explore 

interests, expand horizons, gain inspiration and elevate aspirations for leadership and success.  

We do this by providing scholarships and support for students to participate in educational 

travel experiences that are significant and potentially life changing.  Farther Foundation 

partners with schools and community organizations to identify students who demonstrate 

commitment to success through academic achievement, participation in support programs and 

a willingness to take a bold step beyond the familiar.   

Experience breaks down barriers and raises expectations  

Summertime is a crossroads for students, and an ideal time for personal growth.  Without 

proper opportunities however, summer all too often becomes a period of stagnation or 

backsliding.  Students from economically disadvantaged families in and around Chicago face 

several barriers to success:  

¶ Socio-economic isolation,  

¶ Lack of diverse role models for success,  

¶ Lack of resources and opportunities for educational enrichment, and  

¶ Limited experience and guidance in pursuing opportunities for personal advancement. 

 

Farther Foundation provides opportunities for students to participate in significant, age 

appropriate educational travel programs. They interact with individuals with diverse 

backgrounds and experiences, become immersed in new cultures and experiences, learn and 

develop skills, engage in community service, cultivate leadership potential and attain personal 

growth. Experience makes the larger world real. Participating in a unique endeavor builds confidence. 

{ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

achievable.  

ά9ǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ LΩǾŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿ Ƴȅ 

goals in a whole different perspective. I take 

responsibilities more seriously than I ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 

-- Eddie went on a wilderness adventure in the Pacific 

Northwest where he also learned documentary arts 
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-ÁÒÉÔÚÁȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ 
 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭŜŦǘΚ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΗέ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭǳŎƪ ŀǎ L Ǌŀƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

airport to the customer service desk with my 22 pound carry on in one hand and 10 pound tote bag in 

the other. I imagined getting to the desk and feeling relived as the man at the customer service desk told 

me to calm down, that everything would be alright. My dream quickly dissolved as I was instructed to go 

to the back of a very long line. I could feel the sweat forming on my forehead and see my vision being 

blurred by my rapidly forming tears. How 

could I have been so careless? And more 

importantly, what was I going to do? It was 

that exact moment I realized this study 

abroad program was going to be much 

more that a regular summer vacation.  

It was the first time I had ever been on my 

own and I was terrified. A part of me 

wanted to call my mommy so she could fix 

it. Another part of me, though, knew it 

was something I had to resolve on my 

own. I heard my voice crack as I told the 

man at the customer service desk that I 

had missed my plane. It was not until I was safely sitting on the next flight that I stopped myself from 

smiling. I had never been challenged like this before. This program helped me discover the confidence I 

knew I had. I faced daily challenges while in Italy. The language barrier and differences in cultures were 

things I had anticipated. However, it was the little things that I accomplished that made me surer of 

myself. Things like ordering my own meal in Italian or not talking to my family for long periods of time 

made me feel like I could accomplish anything. Every time I successfully overcame an obstacle I proved 

that I could be independent.    

The host family I stayed with during the five week program was a loving, traditional Italian family. They 

went out of their way to make me feel comfortable. We all struggled to understand each other with the 

language barrier. Soon enough though, we were all laughing, speaking of the similarities in our cultures, 

and of the differences. School seemed to be a subject that repeatedly came up. My 17 year old host 

sister, Carola, frequently asked questions about American high schools and college. I found myself 

thinking about college a lot. I was even exited to start applying! If I could handle the challenges I 

encountered while living in a foreign country with a foreign language and completely new people, I 

could ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ŎǊŜŘƛǘ Ƴȅ Ƙƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ L ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

remember why I was so afraid.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L 

was mentally stronger than I ever imagined. Most importantly of all I learned that I was ready for 

anything the future had planned for me. I went to Italy with the intention of learning about the culture. 

Little did I know I was going to learn so much more.                -- From aŀǊƛǘȊŀΩǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŦƻǊ CŀǊǘƘŜǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 
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Programs for 20 10 

Farther Foundation makes it possible for students to participate in unique educational travel 

experiences. Inspired by experience, students become active and engaged learners, full of 

potential and more fully aware of the world and its opportunities.  

The Students:  Eligible students are incoming high school freshman through graduating high 

school seniors from the Chicago area.  Students come from families that are economically 

disadvantaged. Generally, students have no previous educational travel opportunities and have 

met a minimum threshold for academic achievement.  Students are sponsored by an Education 

Partner, and are actively involved in programs that enhance regular school curriculum and 

support the student's own demonstrated dedication to personal growth. 

Education Partners:  Our Education Partners are schools and organizations that provide 

students with extra-curricular support (e.g. tutoring, mentoring, internships, extended school 

day, after-school programming, leadership training, college preparatory activities).  Partner 

organizations serve as a reference and a partner for the student in the application process.   

 

ά¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōƻǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭ 

jokes. On our daily breaks we would pull out our 

translation books and tell jokes. There were many 

ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ !ǎ 

we told jokes, we taught them English and they 

ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜΦέ  

-- Elizabeth traveled to Vietnam where she helped 

build homes and discovered a world of similarities 

 

The Programs: Educational travel opportunities are provided by established operators that lead 

age appropriate programs designed to allow students to become immersed in new cultures and 

experiences, learn and develop skills, serve a community, cultivate leadership potential and 

attain personal growth. We prefer programs that allow the student to interact with others who 

have different backgrounds and experiences. Programs are generally two weeks in duration or 

longer and can be foreign or domestic. 

The Scholarships: Scholarships to support a single student's participation in a program are 

available up to a maximum of $4,000.  Scholarships may cover program fees, travel to and from 

the program location and other related costs such as passport fees, vaccinations, required 

insurance and essential equipment. 
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Education Partners  

Students from impoverished and isolated communities often ŘƻƴΩǘ have access to the 

information or the resources that enrich the educational experiences of their counterparts in 

wealthier communities. Farther Foundation partners with schools and community organizations 

to make certain that the students we support are receiving a range of services and enrichment 

opportunities. We call these organizations Education Partners. They provide tutoring, 

mentoring, after school programs, college application and test preparation and a structure that 

both requires and rewards dedication and achievement. We realize that we are just part of the 

solution, and that we must work cooperatively to achieve optimal outcomes. Our scholarship 

recipients in 2009 were referred to us and supported by the following Education Partners: 

 

Carl Schurz High School www.schurzhs.org  

Cristo Rey High School www.cristorey.net  

Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund www.dmsf.org  

High Jump www.highjumpchicago.org  

HighSight www.highsight.org  

Link Unlimited www.linkunlimited.org  

Metro Achievement Center www.midtown-metro.org/Metro  

SummerQuest www.exploresummerquest.org  
Urban Prep Charter Academy www.urbanprep.org  

 

άbƻǿΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 

truly poor in Africa is my ultimate goal. 

Because of this journey, I want to give 

back and be part of something bigger 

than myself and one day help others go 

farther.έ 

-- Lawrence travled to Ghana where he 

learned about the native art and culture 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ in the 

slave trade.  

 

 

http://www.schurzhs.org/
http://www.cristorey.net/
http://www.dmsf.org/
http://www.highjumpchicago.org/
http://www.highsight.org/
http://www.linkunlimited.org/
http://www.midtown-metro.org/Metro
http://www.exploresummerquest.org/
http://www.urbanprep.org/
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Travel Providers  and Destinations   

Extraordinary opportunities are available for students to have unique and impactful 

experiences; from providing community service in a remote village in a developing country to 

challenging oneself academically at an elite university. In 2009, our students participated in 

programs with the following providers: 

Program provider Description Destination(s) 

American Field Service (AFS) Language and cultural 
immersion plus service 

Italy 
Japan  
Argentina 

Choate Rosemary Hall Academic prep-school with 
international student body 

Connecticut 

Kokrobitey Institute Cultural immersion learning Ghana 

National Outdoor Leadership 
School 

Outdoor adventure and 
leadership training 

Wyoming 

OpenRoads Outdoor adventure and 
instruction in documentary 
arts 

Pacific Northwest, USA 

Putney School Academic prep school with 
focus on the fine arts 

Vermont 

Putney Student Travel Cultural immersion and 
community service 

Costa Rica 
El Salvador 
Vietnam 

Road Less Traveled Outdoor adventure and 
community service 

Hawaii 

Vanderbilt University Academic, pre-college pre-
med program 

Tennessee 

Visions Service Adventures Cultural immersion and 
community service 

Peru 

 

  ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ¢ŀǎƘŀ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

summer of 2010 as a member of our Staff in Training. Tasha helped 

shape the character and culture of the summer. She completely 

ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ tǳǘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

 

--Tom Howe, Director of Summer Programs, talks about Natasha who 

spent six weeks learning fine and applied arts at The Putney School in 

Vermont. 

  

http://www.afs.org/afs_or/home
http://www.choate.edu/
http://www.kokrobiteyinstitute.org/
http://www.nols.edu/
http://www.nols.edu/
http://www.openroads.org/
http://www.putney.com/
http://www.goputney.com/
http://www.theroadlesstraveled.com/
https://pave.vanderbilt.edu/ayindex.php
http://www.visionsserviceadventures.com/
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Two Program Descriptions  

Service and exploration in Peru with  

Visions Service Adventures 

Historically, the sierra region is home to Peru's 

poorest. In collaboration with the local community, 

we build schools and classroom additions, irrigation 

canals, wells, potable water septic systems, even the 

ǾŀƭƭŜȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƻtŜǊǳ 

Service Corps, we assemble and install cocinas 

mejoradas (cleaner-burning stoves) in highland 

homes. Internships engage us with traditional 

weavers, potters, carpenters and bee keepers. 

Spanish language skills inevitably increase while 

conversing with our projects manager, assisting our 

cook and working with the maestros who teach us 

adobe building techniques. 

 

ά²e traversed the green tangles and reached ς what 

seemed to meς the top of the world. Every day was 

memory-ǊƛŎƘΤ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΦέ -- Anna 

Touring, trekking and camping are weekend 

pastimes. We explore Ollantaytambo, the immense 

fortress of Saqsaywaman whose walls boast 125-ton 

stones, and Pisaq market where merchants have 

been selling their wares for over four centuries and. 

In Cusco we discover gilded art adorning Spanish 

Cathedrals, walk historic Plaza de Armas and browse 

the shops. 

We hike to the Maras salt mines, an ancient 

sprawling complex of shallow pools dug into the  

 

hillside filled with naturally saline waters. We 

journey to Chicon Mountain to camp under massive 

snow-capped peaks. We overnight in a hostel on the 

banks of the Urubamba River, and rise before dawn 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ aŀŎƘǳ tƛŎŎƘǳϥǎ {ǳƴ DŀǘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ 

first beams break over the majestic peaks. 

 

Art, history and cultural discovery in Ghana 

with Kokrobitey Institute 

Kokrobitey Institute offers students a unique 

learning environment. Program schedules are 

designed to allow students to discover and wrestle 

questions of identity, culture and difference. Each 

program combines academic learning; cultural arts 

workshops; field trips and community service, with 

the conscious living of daily life in a different culture. 

Cultural arts at Kokrobitey Institute are seen as a 

means of intellectual and social expression and are a 

core element of each program. Arts sessions may 

include dance, drumming, writing, painting and 

silkscreen techniques, all fostering a deeper 

understanding of the richness of Ghanaian culture. 

Field trips introduce students to the richly diverse 

natural, political and social history of the region. Site 

visits include Kakum National Park, traditional 

regional markets such as Makola in Accra; Aburi 

Botanical Gardens; Kumasi, the center of the Ashanti 

Kingdom; historical monuments including the 

Kwame Nkrumah Mausoleum and Black Star Square 

in Accra and the fifteenth century slave forts and 

castles of Cape Coast. 

Community Service projects are part of every 

schedule, allowing students to participate in, and 

contribute to, the wider community. Recent projects 

have included painting the Village School and aiding 

literacy training programs in the village of 

Kokrobitey. 
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Financial Report  

 

 

 

 

In 2009, Farther Foundation awarded $32,000 in scholarships to support life changing 

experiences for 16 students.  

 

 

 

Paula won our 2009 photo contest with 

this sunset photo she took in Hawaii 

after a day volunteering with Habitat for 

Humanity and working with local 

residents on eco-restoration.  

Program
89%

Administrative
5%

Fundraising
6%

Distribution of Expenses


