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Our family hadan adventureof our ownthis
summer when w traveled to Kenya to accompany
my wife, Sherrywho was conducting a medical
service project. We are pictured here at the Masai "4 .2
Mara, briefly outside our safari vehicle but

cautiously alert for wildlifeLike the students we '
support through Farther Foundation, we had the ™ & g, ~—°
rare opportunity to spencn exended time D~ /

immersed inanew place where we could get to
know the people and culture, feel the pace of life
and experienc&enya more agesidens than
tourists. We each carried back memories and
lessons that will last a lifetime. | wasnazedby the
vibrarcy of the street life, whether it was the
brightly uniformed children heading off to school
the chatteraroundthe sidewalk stalls and outdoor
markets or the buzz of the bikes (boda bodas),
scooters (pili pilis), carts (tuk tuks) and vans (matatus) that make up the public transportation system.

On the following pages you will read stories and commémts our scholaship recipientghat reveal the impact that similar
experienca had ontheir lives When | see the effects of such experieaoa my own children, | am convinced thae opportunities
that Farther Foundation provides will inevitably propel these eagerdesgrving students on to greater success than they could have
previously imagined.

David Weindling
President & Founder
Farther Foundation

On the coverDiamond traveled to Costa Ricatudied Spanish andolunteered on a community service project
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this trip many things
have changed for me
back home. | feel like
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my goals in a whole
different perspective. |
take responsibilities
more seriously than | .
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-- Eddie went on a wilderness adventumeghe Pacific Northwest where he also learned
documentary arts
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Maritza traveled to Italy with AFS
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believe my luck as | ran across the airport to the customer service desk with
22 pound carry on in one hand and 10 pound tote bag in the other. | imagine
getting to the desk and feeling relived as the man at the customer service de
told me to calm down, that everything would be alright. My dream quickly
dissolved as | was instrited to go to the back of a very long line. | could feel th#
sweat forming on my forehead and see my vision being blurred by my rapidlyg
forming tears. How could | have been so careless? And more importantly, w
was | going to do? It was that exact momémnealized this study abroad
program was going to be much more that a regular summer vacation.

It was the first time | had ever been on my own and | was terrified. A
part of me wanted to call my mommy so she could fix it. Another part of me,
though, knew it was something | had to resolve on my own. | heard my voice
crack as | told the man at the domer service desk that | had foolishly missed my plane. It was not until | was safely sitting on the next flight that |
stopped myself from smiling. | had never been challenged like this before. This program helped me discover the confidenckddkl faced
daily challenges while in Italy. The language barrier and differences in cultures were things | had anticipated. Homas/greitittle things that |
accomplished that made me surer of myself. Things like ordering my own meal in Italiantalkimgf to my family for long periods of time made
me feel like | could accomplish anything. Every time | successfully overcame an obstacle | proved that | could be independent

The host family | stayed with during the five week program was a lovamjtional Italian family. They went out of their way to make me
feel comfortable. We all struggled to understand each other with the huge language barrier. Soon enough though, we augyeirady, Ispeaking of
the similarities in our cultures, and of titifferences. School seemed to be a subject that repeatedly came up. My 17 year old host sister, Carola,
frequently asked questions about American high schools and college. Surprisingly enough | found myself thinking abcait@bllegss even
exited o start applying! If | could handle the challenges | encountered while living in a foreign country with a foreign languemapletely new
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imagined. Most importantly of all | learned that | was ready for anything the futurepkathed for me. | went to Italy with the intention of learning
about the culture. Little did | know | was going to learn so much more.
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summer heat, the pleasure in

volunteering can be hard to find.

At the end of eachday though,

when we could see the result and
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sense of accomplishment would

fall over the group. We all felt

rewarded for the effort we had

put in and we each knew that we

had made a difference in

a2YS2ySQa efthe feSple who workthak Hedd every day. It has inspired me to
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-- Paula(second from leftyraveled to Hawaii where she learned about native culture and participated
in volunteer pragcts to restore ecosystems and build homes with Habitat for Humanity
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