
 

 

άThere is so much to learn and see  
in a world this large.έ 

  Reflections 2011 
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Farther Foundation grant recipients chose a wide array of programs and 

destinations this past summer. Students went abroad to China, Turkey, Israel, 

Ghana, Peru, Costa Rica, Mexico, Spain and France. Domestically they studied at 

George Washington University, Brown and USC. Along the way they learned 

invaluable lessons that only experience can afford.  

We love when student photos and essays arrive at our office ς and we 

are pleased to share them with you. Our students take us along on their 

journeys leading from trepidation to revelation. However, these journeys are 

more than feel-good summer distractions. They are tipping-point experiences 

from which our students are inspired to look only forward with their eyes wide-

open and their determination awakened. 

Farther Foundation is entering its fourth year of providing life changing opportunities for deserving students mired in 

challenging circumstances. In Chicago Public Schools only 54% of students graduate high school. Only half of those go on to college, and 

ultimately only about 8% receive a degree from a four-year college by their mid-twenties.  We see a much different pattern from our 

Farther Foundation students.  

¶ 23 of 24 eligible students graduated high school on-time (the 24th will graduate in January, 2012).  

¶ Of the 22 students who responded to our survey, all enrolled directly into college, 20 of them into four-year colleges 

including highly selective schools such as, University of Chicago, Williams, Vassar, Colgate and Pomona.  

¶ Of the 13 students due to enter their sophomore year at college this fall, 12 have responded to our survey and all have 

returned to school for their sophomore year. 

This is how the negative cycle is broken. Positive change takes hold and radiates out from our students to their families, their 

schools and their communities. Your help is critical to our programs and our students. Visit our website to see how you can contribute. 

David Weindling 

President & Founder                                                         

                                                                                                          -- On the cover: Monique enjoys the view on the French coast with her host-family sisters  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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 ά/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ 

to the real world and you 

ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ ƪƛŘ 

anymore and that you have to 

make the right choices and 

take responsibility for 

ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 

 

 

-- Kevin spent the summer on campus at USC where he learned to handle college level 

classes, adult responsibilities and snakes.  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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Ryan was excited to take on China  

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. Well, I have 

ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

of my trip to China. I spent five weeks, thousands of miles 

from my hometown on the other side of the world. I 

remember looking around at my crewmates, who were all 

ǎƻ ƘƻƳŜǎƛŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƘƻƳŜǎƛŎƪ ŀǘ 

ŀƭƭΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ŦǊŜŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ L ƭƻǾŜ Chicago, I love 

my home, but spending five weeks on my own, trying to 

survive in a foreign country with a group of people I 

hardly knew? I felt like I was in my element.  

When we landed in Hong Kong, I remember I spent about 

ten minutes looking out the massive Terminal windows at 

ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƴŜǎǘƭŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ ά²ƻǿΣ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ /ƘƛƴŀΚ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎΦέ Lǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ 

rinky-dink town that was basically a suburb of the REAL 

Hong Kong. And the mountain that I gazed at in awe,  

wondering at its age and splendor? Pheh. That was nothing compared to what came next. 

.ŜƛƧƛƴƎΣ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΦ [ǳƻȅŀƴƎΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳŜƴŀŘŜΦ DǳƛȅŀƴƎΣ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ the 

mountainous Province of Guilin. Yangshuo, Western Hotspot in the middle of the East. Shanghai, Crown Jewel of the Chinese Coast. All 

these places and more, I can still see in my head, I can still feel them in my body. I can feel the rumble of the hard-seat overnight train, I 

can see the tiny plane that was shorter than a 40-yard pass, I can remember the gritty concrete road under the tires of my rental bike, 

and the gravel biting into my leg as the tires slid out from under me. The sting of the alcohol pads, the smell of the lychees my friend 

stuffed into my bag, the burst of the dumplings in my mouth later at dinner were all sensations that have enriched my entire existence.  

There can be zero doubt in my mind that I am forever changed by this glorious experience. 

 

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 

more fulfilling than 

to serve and give 

back to a community 

and know you may 

have changed 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜϥǎ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

 

 

-- Jasmine posed with her mother and Farther Foundation president David Weindling before she traveled on a 

service program to Costa Rica.  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/


 

Farther Foundation | 223 S. Elmwood Ave. Oak Park, IL 60302 | 708-497-7240 |  www.fartherfoundation.org 

 

άL ƴƻǿ believe that I have what it takes to be 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦέ 

 
-- Marilyn (far left) participated in the Brown University summer science program.  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

program, I learned 

that I am a risk-taker. 

I really stepped out of 

my comfort zone and 

had an experience of 

ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦέ  

 

-- Reagan traveled to Ghana, immersed herself in the culture and participated in service 

projects. 

 

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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άƳȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƳƛƴŎŀέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

if I help you out today then you 

will help me out tomorrow. The 

people there help everyone they 

can because they know that you 

will then help them when they 

ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΦέ  

 

-- Lester explored Peru and discovered how people cope with a more profound level of 

poverty than he had ever seen at home.  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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ά¢ƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

University for the summer was definitely proof that 

ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ 

 

  -- Evelyn studied forensic sciences at George Washington University. 

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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άaȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ 

father, two aunts, one sister, and 

five brothers. They taught me so 

much about their culture. I learned 

how to eat foods without any 

eating utensils, how to speak 

ά¢ǿƛΣέ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 

important school is in order to be 

successful, and how important 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ   

 

-- Melissa was touched by the beauty and her 

host family in Ghana.  

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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άL ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ insecurity. But as the trip progressed 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ Χ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ L 

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ aŜȄƛŎƻΦέ 

 

-- Jocelyn participated in a community service trip in Mexico. 

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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  ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ 

ability to interact with very 

different people, really 

understand what culture is, 

and appreciate my 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

 

 

-- Yamari traveled to Spain where she 

gained a sense of independence   

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/


 

Farther Foundation | 223 S. Elmwood Ave. Oak Park, IL 60302 | 708-497-7240 |  www.fartherfoundation.org 

 

 
For three consecutive summers, Farther Foundation is supporting 

three students and one faculty member from John Hope College 

Prep High School to participate in a unique leadership training and 

cultural and ecological discovery program led by Global Youth 

Leadership Institute. Year one took the group on a tall ship sailing 

expedition. This summer our group had a spiritual exploration of 

self, group and community at a sustainable retreat in New Mexico. 

Next summer, they will travel to Costa Rica. Participation and 

support from the faculty and school administration at John Hope 

College Prep fosters year-long curricular integration that brings  

the experiences  

and lessons back home 

with projects that 

educate and benefit 

the school and 

community. 

  

Teserea, Cherese and Corbin start their adventure at 
the Western Ave. el platform. 

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/
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 ά9ǾŜƴ though we 

are from two 

separate sides of 

the world, a 

connection was 

ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΦέ  

 

 

 

-- Ariella traveled to Israel where she was able to experience her ethnic culture in a new 

way   

http://www.fartherfoundation.org/

